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Page Turners

Blinded by the Light 
Morgan Hunt  
(Alyson Books)

Intersex (For Lack  
of a Better Word) 
Thea Hillman  
(Manic D Press)

Band Fags!  
Frank Anthony Polito 
(Kensington Books)

Between Two Women
Patricia Harrelson 
(Outskirts Press)

The third mystery 
featuring Tess Camillo, 
an amateur detective 
who visits the Lightning 
Field, an art installation 
and, after a particularly 
bad thunderstorm, finds 
one of her cabin mates 
dead, but not from the 
storm. The story is 
told in the noir style of 
hardboiled detective 
novels, but with a 
lesbian twist and liberal 
doses of humor. (www.
alysonbooks.com) 
[Kathi Isserman]

It’s utterly impossible 
to not be spellbound 
by performer-activist 
Thea Hillman, in person 
or in print. In Intersex, 
she documents her 
own search for self 
and shows that queer 
culture’s obsession 
with “same sex” or 
“opposite sex” as cat-
egories is sometimes 
a bit meaningless. A 
must-read. (www.man-
icdpress.com ) [Diane 
Anderson-Minshall]

This breezy first novel 
follows “band fag” Jack 
from seventh grade to 
his freshman year of 
college, as his relation-
ship with his best 
friend Brad blossoms 
and buckles. Contains 
cheesy lyrics and 
soap opera debacles 
like trying to convince 
seniors you know who 
the Violent Femmes 
are. You’ll laugh. You’ll 
cry. You’ll cringe. (www.
kensingtonbooks.com) 
[Andrea Millar]

After 33 years of mar-
riage and three grown 
children, the author 
of this memoir falls in 
love with a woman but 
continues to struggle 
with her sexuality. After 
striking up a friendship 
with Carol, a 69-year-
old dyke, Patricia offers 
to transcribe Carol’s 
oral herstory. Carol 
gives Patricia a context 
for loving and fills her 
with hope. (www.out- 
skirtspress.com) [KI]

Susan Gabriel 

Q+A
Susan Gabriel, the 
author of Seeking Sara 
Summers, delivers a 
phenomenal story line 
in her first adult-
fiction novel. In this 
intimate story of self-
discovery, when Sara 
(Summers) Stanton, a 
loving wife and mother 
develops breast cancer, she realizes that 
she’s been living for everyone but herself. 
So she sets off on a trip to Italy to visit 
Julia, her childhood best friend. To her 
surprise, she finds herself falling in love 
with Julia and starting down a path to 
find a more meaningful life. 

Why is the woman on the cover headless 
and holding an artichoke?
Because Sara is someone, like many of 
us, who needs to get out of her head 
and more into her heart. The artichoke 
makes sense because it has an amazing 
heart at the center of it, but there’s all 
those prickly petals that you have to get 
through before you can get to the heart. 
Sara’s journey is getting to the heart of 
who she really is as an authentic person. 
Did you feel like Sara? Were seeking your-
self while you were married?
I definitely felt that I was on that search, 
too. So many women know this. It’s where 
you just know instinctively that some-
thing is missing and somehow you have to 
find whatever that missing piece is. 
How does being a former marriage and fam-
ily therapist influence your writing?
So many women who sat across from 
me in the counseling office were at a 
crossroads in their lives, which is where 
Sara is in the book. I feel like I’ve not 
only lived it firsthand, but witnessed it 
from other women. 
How would you describe your writing style?
I start hearing voices in my head, like a 
dialogue going on between the charac-
ters and that’s how I know if something 
is viable or not. I believe that stories 
choose us instead of us choosing stories.  
[LaKeisha Hughes]

made themselves spokespeople, and also with 
his claim to be the first pregnant trans man, an 
untrue statement that he amends in his book 
by saying he is the “first pregnant husband.” 
So, then, what to make of this book, a detailed 
autobiography of a less than exceptional life, 
especially when Beatie was young, including 
photos of his mother and accounts of family 
pets? It’s all a long pleasant prelude—sad fam-
ily tragedies notwithstanding—to the part of 
the story most readers will be impatiently ex-
pecting, 10 chapters and close to 200 pages in. 
The good news is that the book, co-authored 
with a barely credited Alex Tresniowski, is 
well-written, and therefore wading through 
hundreds of pages of information that could 
have been handled in one chapter is at least 
enjoyable to read. Beatie comes across as com-
passionate, brave, loyal and loving, all good 
traits in any parent—so those looking to fault 
him will probably reconsider if they read his 
story and gaze upon the sweet family photo 
included. Now that Beatie has ridden the pub-
licity bandwagon as far as it will go, Beatie’s 
story will at least serve as a noteworthy docu-
ment of a time when the topic of trans repro-
ductive rights was still new—and perhaps just 
a little bit shocking. (www.sealpress.com) n 

We live in an age of multi-tasking—we 
check our email while waiting in line at 
the bank, we cook dinner while watch-
ing the news, we wear a Bluetooth so 
we can talk while we’re on the toilet. But 
the latest multi-tasking trend is actually 
sensible: Simply Audiobooks has made it 
possible to “read” a book anywhere you 
can listen. Think of it as Netflix for the 
literary set. You order a title online and 
a CD is sent to your door. When you’re 
finished with the book, send it back to get 
the next title on your list or buy it for less 
than two dollars. You can subscribe for up 
to a year of prepaid audio listening, which 
means that you can start making up for 
thinking that Twilight was just a movie. 
Most recently, they have stepped into the 
download arena, offering their library in 
MP3 form, allowing you to take a digital 
book on the road. Simply Audiobooks 
also eliminates the wavy, water-logged 
pages that come from reading while 
taking a bath, since you can keep both 
hands free in the tub with the latest 
romance right in your stereo. It’s a new 
age. Books—they’re like the new music. 
[Ainsley Drew]

Listen Between The Lines


